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2   St. Patrick’s Dance & Social 

2   Youth Group Bowling Trip 

2   Easter Sunrise Breakfast 

3   Stephen Ministry 

3   March Celebrations 

4   Prayer 

4   Communion for Homebound 

4   Prodigals 

 

March 5 - Ash Wednesday 

The Season of Lent 

The season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and self-examination in  
preparation for the celebration of the resurrection of the Lord at Easter. It is a 

period of 40 days — like the flood of Genesis, Moses’ sojourn at Mount  
Sinai, Elijah’s journey to Mount Horeb, Jonah’s call to Ninevah to repent and 

Jesus’ time of testing in the wilderness. (The Sundays in Lent are not counted 

in this reckoning of the time between Ash Wednesday and Easter, as every 

Lord’s Day is a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.) 
 
In the early church, Lent was a time of preparation for the celebration of  
baptism at the Easter Vigil. In many communities of faith it remains a time to 

equip and nurture candidates for baptism and confirmation and to reflect 

deeply on the theme of baptismal discipleship. 
 
Lent begins on Wednesday, March 5 with our 7:00 PM Ash Wednesday  
service including communion and ashes! 
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There will be a New Member’s 

classes on March 11 
at 7:00 PM. 

 
Please RSVP: 

Call Alice (386-3851) or  
email Jeff at 

Jeff@otisvillepres.org 
 

Hot  
Breakfast  

Sandwiches 
will be served 

on March 16 in 
the Kafe 

Prayers for Lent  
Check our Facebook each Sunday for a new prayer to use during your  
devotional time. 
 
Gracious God,   
You are our way in the wilderness.  
In our own times of testing  
be our spiritual nourishment,  
protect us with your angels,  
and show your authority in our lives,  
so that we may hunger for righteousness  
and live in peace and safety,  
worshiping and serving you alone;  
through Christ Jesus our Lord.  
(Luke 4:1-13 ) 
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Daylight Savings Time 
... begins on Sunday, March 9 (actually 

between Saturday night and Sunday 

morning).   In the Spring, we “spring” 

ahead, turning our clocks ahead one 

full hour (and lose an hour of sleep!). 

 

 

Interested in putting together an  

Easter Sunrise Breakfast?  

Easter is on April 20 this year and like 

the Sunrise service will be at 6:00 AM, 

so a breakfast back at the church 

around 6:45 AM would be wonderful.  

Let Jeff know if you are interested. 

 

Date Change: Saturday, March 22, 7-10 PM 

 

Irish or not, come kick up your heels and have some fun! We are 

having our annual dance and social the weekend a#er St. Pat-

rick’s Day.  

 

Come alone, as a couple, get a group of your friends together or come 

meet some new ones. The dance will be held on Saturday, March 22 from 

7-10pm. Music for dancing (all styles), food, and fellowship will be the 

highlights!  

 

Don’t dance? Come enjoy the fellowship!  Dress will be "Dressy Casual."  

 

Mark your calendars!  Tickets will be available in mid-February for a  

dona0on of $5 per person. Dona0ons of either hors d'oeuvres or a dessert 

are appreciated.  Anyone interested in lending a hand can contact Candy 

Burne6 or Sue Conklin. 

St. Patrick’s Day Dance & Social 
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Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ (Galatians 6:2, NRSV). 
 
What Is Stephen Ministry?   
Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay caring ministry that takes place in 

congrega0ons that use the Stephen Series system.  Stephen Ministry congre-

ga0ons equip and empower lay caregivers—called Stephen Ministers—to 

provide high-quality, confiden0al, Christ-centered care to people who are 

hur0ng. 

 

Through our ministry we hope to provide support to others during difficult, 

stressful 0mes.  Each month, we hope to share stories and ar0cles of  

encouragement to help you on your journey.   

 

“A young lady confidently walked around the room while leading and  

explaining stress management to an audience with a raised glass of water. 

Everyone knew she was going to ask the ul0mate ques0on, ‘half empty or 

half full?’  She fooled them all.  “How heavy is this glass of water?” she in-

quired with a smile.  Answers called out ranged from 8 oz to 20 oz. 

 

She replied, “the absolute weight doesn’t ma6er. It depends on how long I 

hold it. If I hold it for a minute, that’s not a problem. If I hold it for an hour, 

I’ll have an ache in my right arm.” 

 

“If I hold it for a day, you’ll have to call an ambulance.  In each case, it’s the 

same weight, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes.”  She con0n-

ued “and that’s the way it is with stress. If we carry our burdens all the 0me, 

sooner or later, as the burden becomes increasingly heavy, we won’t be able 

to carry on.” 

 

“As with the glass of water, you have to put it down for a while and rest be-

fore holding it again. When we’re refreshed, we can carry on with the bur-

den – holding stress longer and be6er each 0me prac0ced. So, as early in the 

evening as you can, put all your burdens down. Don’t carry them through the 

evening and into the night. Then, pick them up tomorrow.” 

 

Here are some things to remember: 

• Nobody cares if you can’t dance well. Just get up and 

dance. 

• Birthdays are good for you. The more you have, the 

longer you live. 

• Have an awesome day and know that someone has 

thought about you today. 

                    AND MOST IMPORTANTLY 

• Save the earth…it’s the only planet with chocolate. 

Stephen Ministry Minute 

A������������: 
Wendy & Mike Fisher 

Suzanne & Jus0n Wicke-Coamey 

Joseph & Linda Salva0 

 

B��������: 
John Goldsmith 

Liam MacClugage 

Jacob Miedema 

Nicole Komonczi 

Eric Halstead 

Edgar Hayes 

Donald Lewis 

Bri6any Petak 

Kristy Ketcham 

Grace Marsh 

Jacob Yourman 

Shawn Franck 

PERRY, Andre 

PIERCE, Patricia 

WILBUR, Ashlee 

Grace Carmody 

John-Lukas Terwilliger 

Wesley Hunter 

Lindsey Hart 

Melissa Jones 

Robert Schultz 

Riley Grainger 

William Goldsmith 

Crystal Grebeldinger-Cardone 

Duane Dolson, Jr. 

Lauren Marsh 

Be6sye Hunter 

Luke Robinholt 

Emma Edwards 

Michael Loundsbury 

Charles Howarth 
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Prayer 

Prayer is the simplest form of spiritual exercise a believer in Jesus can do. Take a 

moment every 0me you think of your joys or your needs to send up a prayer of 

thanks or a prayer of request. God is delighted to hear your voice and know that 

you are thinking of the grace God has given you. Think of each prayer as a warm, 

caring Valen0ne card sent with you as the one signing your name at the bo6om! 

Communion for the Homebound 

Communion is available to any homebound persons. Simply contact the church 

office or call Candy Burne6 to arrange a 0me for one of our Commissioned  

Elders to come and bring communion. 
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Prodigal Children 
If we wanted to invite all the children of the congrega0on who grew up in 

church, but aren’t in a church right now, what would we have to do? Dream, 

pray, meditate, and let me (Jeff) know what God has got you thinking. Who are 

the prodigals in your life?  


