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Grace notes 
OTISVILLE-MT. HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  NEWSLETTER  

OCTOBER 2015 – VOLUME 5 | ISSUE 7 

Church Events 

• Oct 2—NEW Women’s 

Bible Study 

• Oct 3—Women’s 

Auxiliary Turkey Dinner 

• Oct 4—Communion 

• Oct 17—Craft Fair 

• Oct 18—Cake Auction 

Fundraiser 

• Oct 25—CROP Walk for 

Hunger 

• Oct 30—Food, Friends & 

Fellowship Dinner 

“Making a Difference” 

God and Me/God and Family 
This is a special program for children in grades 1-2 who want to learn more 

about their faith. It is a workbook program done at home with mom/dad, 

and when completed results in a medal. The God and Me (and the God and  

Family program for children in grades 3-5) is also recognized by Boys and 

Girls Scou-ng, Camp Fire and American Heritage Girls group, so youth who 

complete the awards a1er being recognized in worship and given their med-

al, are o1en also recognized in the scou-ng groups and given an award 

there.  

 

If you are interested, there are booklets available in the CE building hallway 

and the office can order more. There is also a mentor program for parents 

who want to do the program alongside their child (and complete their own 

workbook), and it is possible a group of parents and children would want to 

do it together, with five gatherings needed for God and Me, and six or seven 

for God and Family.  

 

When the workbooks are done an interview with the pastor is arranged and 

the pastor signs the applica-on, medals are ordered and a day of  

recogni-on is planned. Sound interes-ng? Talk to Jeff or Sue Farley, or ask 

some of our young adults who have been through the program. A great  

experience for kids and parents alike! 

 

Food, Friends, & Fellowship 
Our next event is an Oktoberfest Dinner on Friday, October 30th at 6:30pm 

at the church. Cost is $25.00 per person.  Menu to be announced. Come join 

us for some great food, friends & fellowship. See Allison Wilbur if you would 

like to aBend or for more informa-on.  
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Who haven’t  
you seen  

in church lately? 

Connect! 
Let them know they are missed! 

Give them a call, 
drop them a note 
or stop by to chat. 

New Members Class 
There will be a New Member’s Class on Tuesday, October 

13th at 7:00pm. Please RSVP the office at 386-3851 or 

email us at o-svillepres@hvc.rr.com. Anyone who is inter-

ested is welcome, even if you only need to ask ques-ons 

and get some answers. The class is an open discussion and 

lasts about an hour. If you need a baby-siBer that evening, 

just let us know and we will arrange for one. 

 

 

Coffee House 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 21st, 2015! 

We will be having another "Open Mic" night with Cele-

brate the Harvest desserts (homemade pumpkin, apple, 

mincemeat, etc. crea-ons!) The coffee houses are always 

FREE and start at 7:30 pm in the church's Fellowship Hall. 

If you would like to perform contact Sue & Mike at 386-

8114. If you would like to bring a dessert, contact Ginny 

Grebeldinger or Sue Conklin! 
Last Coffee House of the season - 

next one will be in March or April! 

Halloween Trick or Treating 

with Eeyore® & Tigger® 
We will again be doing our Halloween night table on the 

church's front lawn with treats for the kids and infor-

ma-on for the parents. The table has o1en gone up at 

4:30pm and stays un-l 7:30pm. Anyone who would like to 

donate Cookies, Cupcakes, Brownies, Juice for us to serve 

can contact Marilyn Komstedt or Wendy Fisher. We have 

also had some other characters join us in costume. Let us 

know if you would like to come and what your costume 

would be. 

 

 
Holiday Craft Fair  

The Holiday Cra1 Fair is coming! Get an early start on your 

holiday shopping! The Fair will be held on Saturday, Octo-

ber 17th from 9 AM-3 PM. Handmade holiday items will be 

available from a variety of vendors. A homemade soup and 

sandwich luncheon will be served. Vendor spaces are 

available. For more informa-on contact: Brenda McGregor 

(845) 754-7229 or (845) 239-1769.  
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Stephen Ministry 
Allison Wilbur (Dallas), Maggie Mansfield & Sue Farley (PiBsburgh) recently  

returned from Stephen Leader Training refreshed, recharged and ready to  

con-nue this valuable ministry in our church and community. They join  

Gerda Krogslund and our pastor Jeff Farley as trained Stephen Ministry Leaders.  

 

We want to make sure that everyone knows exactly what Stephen Ministry is  

and does. So in the coming months our Stephen Leaders will be sharing  

informa-on about our program here at O-sville-Mt. Hope Presbyterian. The  

ar-cle below does a nice job in describing the Stephen Ministry program and  

answering some commonly asked ques-ons about it. 

 

What is Stephen Ministry? 

Stephen Ministry is a confiden-al, caring ministry provided by trained lay-people  

grounded in Jesus' command to love one another. People who are hur-ng receive  

love and support through one-to-one caring rela-onships. The ministry is named  

a1er Stephen, one of the first deacons in the early Chris-an church, who was commissioned by the apostles to care for 

the needs of people in the Chris-an community. 

 

What do Stephen Ministers do? 

Stephen Ministers are caring Chris-ans, who carefully listen, understand, accept, and pray for and with care receivers. 

 

Are Stephen Ministers Counselors? 

Stephen Ministers are not counselors; they are trained lay caregivers. Their role is to listen and care - not to give advice 

or counsel. Stephen Ministers are also trained to recognize when a care receiver's need exceeds what they can provide. 

When that happens they work with care receivers to help them find professionals so that they may receive appropriate 

care. 

 

Can I Trust a Stephen Minster? 

Trust is essen-al to a caring rela-onship, and Stephen Ministers are people you can trust. Confiden-ality is one of the 

most important principles of Stephen Ministry. What a care receiver tells his or her Stephen Minister is kept in strictest 

confidence. 

 

Who is involved? 

• Stephen Leaders - Stephen Leaders oversee and direct our Stephen Ministry. They recruit, select, train, organize, 

and supervise our Stephen Ministers. They iden-fy people in need of care and match them with a Stephen Minis-

ter. 

• Stephen Ministers - Stephen Ministers are the caregivers. Before becoming commissioned they receive 50 hours of 

training in Chris-an care giving. Topics studied include listening, feelings, boundaries, asser-veness, and using 

Chris-an resources in care giving. Their training also covers focused discussions such as ministering to the divorced, 

hospitalized, bereaved, and aging. A1er being commissioned they meet twice per month to con-nue their educa-

-on and to par-cipate in Peer Group Supervision. 

• Care Receivers - Care Receivers are the recipients of Stephen Ministers' care. They are people from our church and 

community who are experiencing a significant life difficulty. Stephen Ministers usually meet with their care receiv-

ers once a week for about an hour. The caring rela-onship will con-nue as long as the care receiver benefits from 

the rela-onship. 

 

Want to know more? 

Call Rev. Jeff Farley or any Stephen Leader - especially if you or someone you know has need for a Stephen Minister's 

help. **Before ini-a-ng contact on behalf of someone else, make sure you have his or her permission.** 
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Have you seen our new website? 

We’d like to hear your thoughts and 

sugges-ons.  Drop us a line at  

newsleBer@o-svillepres.org 

Stewardship:  
Electronic Giving 
So, do you pay your bills online? It's the easiest way to 

make -mely payments, no stamps or going to the post 

office or wri-ng of checks. Some banks even have apps 

where you can pay bills from your Smartphone or iPad 

(way cool!). Maybe you’ve even no-ced that some mem-

bers don't put an envelope in the plate, and even though 

that some-mes feels a liBle awkward, they instead just 

submit their dona-on online when they pay their bills.  

 

You can even set it up as a recurring payment weekly, 

monthly, etc. Put your envelope number in the sec-on 

where the bank asks for your account number and recycle 

your envelope box. This will save -me when you're run-

ning late and can't find your envelopes or checkbook on 

your way out the door to church: no worries! 

 

The church doesn’t really need to have the physical  

envelope to record your gi1 and s-ll send you the year 

end statement for your taxes. You can also make your  

dona-ons through PayPal (aren’t we hip?) on the church 

website, www.o-svillepres.org, but they do deduct a  

processing fee.  

 

If you have any ques-ons or would like more informa-on 

on electronic op-ons for giving, please contact Alice in the 

office at 386-3851 Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday from 

8:30am – 12:30pm or email secretary@o-svillepres.org  

 

Stewardship Mailing  
The Session will soon be sending a mailing outlining our 

Stewardship Campaign for 2016. While the details are 

soon to come, one thing is clear, your gi1s, large and small 

make all the difference. We couldn't do what we do with-

out you. Thanks! 

 

CROP Hunger Walk 
Did you know?  In 2014, The Guild of St. Margaret Soup 

Kitchen in Middletown NY served 52,753 meals! They 

serve meals to the hungry 365 days of the year, with spe-

cial meals on Christmas and Easter. On a typical day they 

serve 20-30 breakfasts and between 115 and 175 lunches 

(at -mes 200) depending on the -me of year! 

 

The Greater Middletown Interfaith Council Food Pantry 

serves between 140-200 households per month. 

Twenty-five percent of the money raised by The Greater 

Middletown CROP Hunger Walk remains in the area and 

helps support both the Soup Kitchen, the Food Pantry and 

Emergency Housing/Warming Sta-on in Middletown so 

our efforts have helped feed many in our area.  

 

The Greater Middletown CROP Hunger Walk will be held 

on Sunday, October 25 at 1:00 PM star-ng and ending at 

Fancher Davidge Park in Middletown. Our church has 

amazingly supported this very worthwhile cause in the 

past! We do make a difference! 

 

The Walk is an easy 5K (approximately 3.1 miles) and it 

doesn’t take much -me at all.  This year we are adding a 

“Rock ‘n Roll” area. Rocking Chairs will be available for 

those who would rather “rock” than walk and a flaBer  

area for wheelchairs and those with strollers who can’t go 

the regular route.  See Candy BurneB for more infor-

ma-on or if you would like to help with recrui-ng walkers. 

Please consider joining in the fun as a walker this year and 

get your exercise, too. Start making your plans early so you 

have -me to raise funds during the month of October. 
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Anniversaries 
Sean & Tonya Addy 

Robert Schultz & Marie  

DeFazio-Schultz 

Tim & Samantha Eisentraut 

Tim & Michele Hughes 

Tom & Dolores Duffy 

Dave & Fran Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 
Emele Rader 

Patrick Frank 

Tami Crance 

Marissa Halstead 

YveBe Howarth 

Candy BurneB 

Luke Robinholt, Sr. 

Jennifer O'Connell 

Anthony Scozzafava, Jr. 

Herbert Smith 

Violet Waizenegger 

Dylan Williams 

Regina BuBs 

Stacey Kennedy 

Robert Ketcham, Jr. 

Lisa Grainger 

Luke Rader 

Nicolas Chase 

Gerda Krogslund 

Josh O'Connell 

Connor Michael Osborne 

Jaclyn Chase 

Eric Durkins 

Madeline Goldsmith 

Elizabeth Orengo 

Women’s Auxiliary Events 
You know it is Fall when it is -me for the Women’s Auxiliary’s Annual Turkey Dinner! Ahh, the smell of roasted turkey 

with all the extras along with apple and pumpkin pies, just makes the season a delight. Well, get ready for those  

comfort food experiences on October 3!  

 

This dinner requires the help of many workers. If you would like to 

lend a hand, we will be looking for kitchen prep help for Oct. 2nd and 

3rd, take-out workers, pie bakers, kitchen servers, wait staff, coffee 

pourers, dishwashers, and clean-up help. Feel free to sign up on the 

“Help Wanted” sheets in Fellowship Hall or call Candy. 

 

The two sea-ngs are at 4:30pm and 6:00pm. Take-outs are available. 

Cost is $12 for adults and $6 for children. For -ckets see Anita, Gerda, 

Brenda or Candy.  

 

Praise be to God, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in 

Christ. (Ephesians 1:3) 

Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, 
Gravy, Turnips, Peas & Carrots, Cole 

Slaw, Cranberry Sauce, Rolls  
 

Dessert 
Choice of homemade Pumpkin or 

Apple Pie 
 

Beverages 
Coffee/Tea 

Upcoming Board of Deacons Sponsored Events: 

College Care Packages—October 15 

Do we have your child’s current shipping address? 

Legacy Lunch—November 15 @ 12:30 PM  

RSVP with any of the Deacons or email us at  

Deacons@o-svillepres.org 
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Opera%on Christmas Child 
It's -me for Christmas in November… 

 

Share some Holiday Joy with a child in need by packing a special shoebox! 

• Pick-up a pre-printed shoebox and label from any Choir member. 

• Decide if you will be buying for a girl/boy, and what age: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. 

• Select a "wow" toy, such as a doll, soccer ball with a pump, or a stuffed animal.  Then, add other fun toys, hygiene 

items, and school supplies. You can include a personal note and a photo! Do not include chocolate (it melts), toys 

that resemble weapons or war, or liquids. The Samaritan's Purse website has many more ideas. 

• Do Not Seal The Box!  A special booklet will be added to it, in the child's na-ve language! 

• Present the labeled box(es) on or before Sunday, November 15th. A collec-on table will be available in the  

Fellowship Hall during Kafe Hours on Sunday mornings.  Please include a $7 dona-on with each box for shipping 

costs.  You can also donate on-line and then track your box's des-na-on! 

 

Remember:  SHOEBOX SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 15, 2015 

 

Let’s Go Green!  Sign up to receive our newsleBer electronically each month.  You’ll 

receive the full color version which you can print if you choose or simply read it on-line.  

You will also receive it a lot sooner than via post!   

Email us at newsleBer@o-svillepres.org 


