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Grace Notes 

March 2015 

The Season of Lent 
 
The season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and 
self-examination in preparation for the celebration of 
the resurrection of the Lord at Easter. It is a period 
of 40 days — like the flood of Genesis, Moses’ 
sojourn at Mount Sinai, Elijah’s journey to Mount 
Horeb, Jonah’s call to Ninevah to repent and Jesus’ 
time of testing in the wilderness. (The Sundays in 
Lent are not counted in this reckoning of the time 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter, as every 
Lord’s Day is a celebration of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.) 
 
In the early church, Lent was a time of preparation 
for the celebration of baptism at the Easter Vigil. In 
many communities of faith it remains a time to equip 
and nurture candidates for baptism and confirmation 
and to reflect deeply on the theme of baptismal 
discipleship. 
 
Let us pray… 
Eternal God, holy and faithful, what can we give in return 
for our life? Teach us to take up the cross of Christ with 
grateful hearts and humble spirits, offering all for the sake 
of the gospel, so that we may receive life in fullness; 
through Christ, who is coming in glory. Amen 

 
3.1 Communion, Ugly Sweater Contest 
 Park Manor Worship Service 
 
3.5 T-shirt Quilting 
 
3.7 WA’s Roast Beef Dinner 
 
3.8 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 
3.10  Yarn works 
 
3.12 Board of Deacons Meeting 
 
3.15 Directors Meeting 
 
3.17 Session Meeting 
 
3.19 T-shirt Quilting 
 
3.22 Bowling, Youth Group—Soup Making 
 
3.26 College Care Packages 
 
3.27 Food, Faith & Fellowship 
 
3.28 Yarn works 
 
3.29 Palm Sunday, Legacy Lunch 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Church Bowling Event 
There will be a church-wide bowling event on Sunday, March 22 at Quinz 
Pinz in Middletown. Parents and kids, young adults and adults are all 
invited. $12 each for two games, shoes, a slice and a soda. RSVP with $12 
at back of sanctuary or by email (and then money). 
 
 
 

Youth Group: Warming Station Dinner 
The Youth Group will meet on Sunday, March 22.  They will be making dinner 
for the warming station in Middletown. They will meet at 5:00 PM in the 
kitchen to make a hearty meal for 30! Please join us and let your hands do 
God's work.  

Lent & Easter Services 
 
Palm Sunday, March 29 
Plans are for a grand processional with Jesus 
and the disciples waving palms and coming to 
worship will include our Sunday School children. 
Plan to be part of the fun!  
 
Maundy Thursday, April 2 
Is the Thursday of Holy week, when Jesus met 
with his disciples in the upper room, washed 
their feet, celebrated Passover with them in the 
Seder feast, saw Judas leave to begin the 
betrayal, and then went out to the Garden of 
Gethsemane.  
 
We will begin with a soup and bread dinner at 
6:30 PM, followed by visits to places near the 
cross where we will have tasks to accomplish, 
and then gather again for Holy Communion 
before we all go home. 
 
 

Good Friday, April 3 
The sanctuary will be open for prayer between 
noon and 3 PM. 
 
Easter Sunrise, Sunday, April 5 
This year's Easter Sunrise Service will be at 
6:00am at 744 Guymard Turnpike up next to the 
cell towers. 
Call for specific directions. 
 
Easter Sunrise Breakfast 
We are planning a breakfast back at the church 
around 6:45 AM. 
 
Additions to the breakfast are always welcome, 
and donations towards food costs gratefully 
accepted. 
We are looking for a key leader to arrange the 
event. 
 
Easter Services 
Our traditional Easter 
services will be at 
9:30 and 11:00 AM 
with choir and brass 
at both services.  
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Roast Beef Dinner 

The Women's Auxiliary Annual 
Roast Beef Dinner will be held 
on March 7 at 5:30 PM. The 
menu includes tomato juice, 
rolls, salad, roast beef, gravy, 
mashed potatoes, a vegetable 
and for dessert, homemade  
apple cake. Take outs will be 
available at 5:45PM. For tickets 
contact Gerda Krogslund, Anita 
Goldsmith or any Auxiliary  
member. If you would like to 
help at the dinner see Candy 
Burnett. We are always happy to 
have extra help! 
 
Drama Theater 
Our church drama group is  
looking for cast and crew  
members for this year's Mystery  
Dinner Theater. Please see 
Marilyn or Lisa to offer to be in 
the cast, the play crew (set  
design, sound, electronics,  
lighting) or the dining crew.  
Rehearsals continue on  
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fairy Gardening 
Jackie Pierson, of Pierson Farm 
& Greenhouse, is willing to offer 
a workshop on Fairy Gardening. 
Fairy gardening is gardening in 
miniature, with the addition of 
small-scale ornamentation. 
These will be container gardens.  
Plans are for a two-session 
workshop with the first session 
explaining the general aspects 
of Fairy Gardening and the  
second session a hands-on  
opportunity to create your own 
Fairy Garden. Jackie welcomes 
adults to bring a child with them 
to help with the creation.  The 
sessions will be in March, dates 
to be announced. There will be 
a fee for materials, which will be 
less than $20.  
 
We are trying to determine how 
many may be interested in  
participating. If you are  
interested, please contact  
Candy Burnett. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Food Pantry 
Our Food Pantry continues to be 
used each week and we are 
grateful to all the support we  
receive from the congregation 
and the community to help us 
keep our shelves well stocked.  
If you would like to contribute, 
we could use extra of the follow-
ing items: 
� Peanut butter 
� Jelly 
� Dry pasta 
� Juice 

 
If you’d like a full copy of our 
Food Pantry Shopping list, you 
can find them in the Sanctuary 
on the back tables.  We will also 
be publishing a downloadable 
version on our website by the 
end of the month. Print it out 
and take it with you on your next 
trip to the market. 

Psalms 31 
In You, O LORD, I put my trust; 

Let me never be ashamed; 
Deliver me in Your righteousness. 

Spring Legacy Lunch 
 
As part of their outreach, the Board of Dea-
cons have decided to add a second Legacy 
Lunch and will be held on Sunday, March 29 
at 12:30 PM.  We enjoy spending time with 
the senior members of our congregation and 
look forward to this event.  RSVP cards will 
be available in the next few weeks.  Please 
mark your calendars! 
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Finance Update 
 
Did you know that January and February are the most difficult months of the year for the church  
financially?  Once the weather gets cold, and the roads become slick with snow and ice, our  
attendance tends to drop and so does regular giving which can impact monthly finances.  Along 
with our general operating expenses, in the beginning of the year, we have the extraordinary  
expense of $10,400 for apportionment (a designated cost per member on our rosters) to  
Presbytery, $3,500 for insurance, and if your home runs on oil, you know that oil bills rise as the 
temps outside drop.  Your gifts, tithes and offerings enable the church to meet these expenses and 
complete our mission inside and outside the church walls.  Your  
continued giving sustains our church and we Thank You for your  
support.  If you have any questions regarding tithing, giving or  
stewardship, please don’t hesitate to speak with Jeff or any member of 
the Stewardship Committee. 

Anniversaries 
Wendy & Mike Fisher 
Suzanne & Justin Wicke-Coamey 
Joseph & Linda Salvati 
 
Birthdays 
Jeff Grebeldinger 
Samantha Chase 
John Goldsmith 
Liam MacClugage 
Jacob Miedema 

Duane Dolson, Jr. 
Nicole Komonczi 
Eric Halstead 
Joe Persampieri 
Edgar Hayes 
Donald Lewis 
Brittany Petak 
Kristy Ketcham 
Grace Marsh 
Jacob Yourman 
Shawn Franck 
Andre Perry 
Patricia Pierce 
Ashlee Wilbur 
Grace Carmody 
John-Lukas Terwilliger 
Wesley Hunter 
Lindsey Hart 

Melissa Jones 
Robert Schultz 
Riley Grainger 
William Goldsmith 
Crystal Grebeldinger-Cardone 
Lauren Marsh 
Bettsye Hunter 
Luke Robinholt 
Emma Edwards 
Michael Lounsbury 
Charles Howarth 
Alana Mae Klussman 

Do we have your  
anniversary and birthday 
info?  If not, please share 

and we’ll make sure to  
include upcoming issue. 

New Member's Class 
The next New Member's Class is scheduled for Tuesday, April 14 at 7:00 PM. 

RSVP Jeff at Jeff@otisvillepres.org 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT 
SUNDAY MARCH 15 | 5:00-8:00 pm 

In FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

Bring your favorite board game and a covered dish to share! 
A fun night for all ages! 
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Mark Your Calendars! 

Please join the Deacons on March 29 to once again celebrate the contributions of our 
senior congregants in the church.  The lunch is open to anyone who considers themselves 

a Senior congregant of the church.   
 

We look forward to the opportunity to celebrate and recognize those who continue to 
create a strong legacy for OMHPC. 

 
Guests are welcome.   

O T I S V I L L E - M T .  H O P E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

The place where hope, joy and faith come together.  

Legacy Lunch 
Hosted by the Board of Deacons 
Sunday, March 29, 12:30—2:00 PM in Fellowship Hall 
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Confirmation Classes 
 
Confirmation classes for youth in sixth grade or above, who 
have not yet joined the church will be held in April and May on 
Sundays, April 12, 19, and 26, and May 3 and 10, with the group 
joining on Sunday, May 17! 
 
The class normally joins on Pentecost Sunday, but Pentecost 
Sunday this year is on Memorial Day weekend (May 24). So we 
have moved the celebration to Sunday, May 17. 
 
For more information, please contact Jeff or the church office. 


