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Fall Worship 

We have been working on a new series of worship  
services for the fall beginning with “Back to 
Church Sunday” September 20th where we will 
be sharing ideas about “putting it all together”. Life 
can be crazy and very disjointed. But there are a 
few things that can help us get it all together and 
keep it all together. Gathering as families with 
friends and neighbors can be a central piece to 
keeping life in order while introducing us to ways 
to make life richer, deeper, and even more mean-
ingful. 
 
Regular worship services at 8:30 AM, 9:30 AM 
and 11:00 AM will start on Sunday, September 13 
with communion at all the services. Sunday School 
will also begin that day. Then on the 20th comes 
the biggest fall celebration, Plan to be there as we 
sing and share the best good news of all.  
God is in the house when all God’s people are 
together! Hallelujah! 
 

Homecoming Picnic 

,,,is planned for Saturday, September 19 at 3 PM at 
the Town of Mount Hope Park on Finchville Tpke. 
If you would like to help with the planning, let us 
know, but be sure to put it on your calendar either 
way! 
 
 

Candy Burnet is working on food. Marilyn and  
Allison are looking for family friendly amenities. 
Sue has the band in place. And all the other pieces 
are coming together.  
 
Been away for a while? Come on home, and get a 
seat at the table! Settle in and enjoy! Or sign up to 
be a host and see how many people you can meet, 
get to know, and start to love in one delightful  
afternoon! 
 

Back to Church Sunday 

Sunday, September 20 will be a grand celebra-
tion of church life, our 160th anniversary, and an 
introduction to the puzzling truth that without all of 
you, we can never get it all together. Plan to come 
on in and sign in with your whole heart as we sing 
and shout God's victory. 
 
The day includes a Sunday School visit to worship, 
our first of the fall Hot Sandwich Sundays, and an 
information fair about all the possibilities at 
OMHPC, as well as 
mission possibilities, 
“Making a Difference” 
wherever we, as a 
church, find ourselves! 
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“Making A Difference” Flood Clean Up Buckets 
 
Imagine… 
• Imagine everything in your basement and/or first floor of your 

home having to be cleaned, removed and/or discarded.  
• Imagine an uncontrollable roof leak. What would be affected 

in your home? 
 
The horrendous photos of the devastating floods in Texas and  
Oklahoma got us wanting to do something for the people in those 
areas.  
 
Could we send money from the ERT committee? No, we probably 
will need that again at some point locally.  
 
Do we have people who could make a mission trip at this time?  
Unknown. But, Church World Services (CWS) has a program for 
clean up buckets. They tell you exactly what cleaning items can fit 
in a 5 gallon bucket with a lid to be shipped to areas where people 
can use them to clean up their homes. 
 
So we asked for donations for the specific items on the list. We 
got an outpouring of generosity in “stuff” and monetary donations. 
After three weeks, we gathered up all the items and scheduled a 
time to put them together. Sue, Jim, Candy, Will, Leigh, Ben, 
Tammy, Sierra, and Michayla loaded all the items in 24 buckets 
and into the back of the truck. Then we rewarded ourselves with 
ice cream! We made the easy trip to the CWS Depot at the Con-
gregational Church in Meriden, Connecticut and dropped off the 
buckets. We even had some supplies left if, or when, the need 
arises to assemble more buckets. 
 
The Holy Spirit is at work and there are Angels here at the  
Otisville-Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church.  Angels who have  
always, and continue to: contribute money; donate supplies; help 
to pack up “Clean Up Buckets” for delivery to the Church World 
Service office in Connecticut. Angels who are extremely  
generous...who care...who answer the call and act...who are not 
afraid to dig in and push their sleeves up when there is a need.  
Angels whose “Clean Up Buckets” will surely be  
welcomed. 
 
Thank you ALL...for EVERYTHING you did...whether it was 
through donation, physical assistance and/or prayer...YOU are 
ALL a true blessing!  You instill hope.  You show God’s Love.     
— Sue & Jim Eggleton 

Children, you show love for others by truly helping 
them, and not merely by talking about it. 

(1 John 3:18) 
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“Making A Difference”  
 
Update on Noah’s Ark project: 
We have had amazing results from an amazing  
congregation! To date $1,382.55 has been given by 
our congregation alone towards the $5,000  goal 
needed to purchase a whole ark full of animals to 
send off to needy communities around the world 
through Heifer Project International. And  
Middletown United has reported that so far they 
have raised $710, for a total of $2,092.55 with 
more coming from many of the other churches in 
Western Orange and Sullivan Counties, Region 4, 
of the Presbytery of Hudson River.  
 
Operation Christmas Child: 
The Choir will again be coordinating an 
Operation Christmas Child "Shoebox" campaign.  
Special Shoeboxes will be available in  
September ready to be filled with goodies and  
returned on Shoebox Sunday November 15.  Lists 
of suggested items will appear in Sunday bulletins 
throughout the Fall. Shoeboxes are sent around the 
world to children in need, to share the Good News 
(in their native language) and to let them know that 
someone is thinking of them!  
 
Questions? Ask any Choir  Member  
You can start collecting your items now. A list of 
ideas can be found on the Samaritan’s Purse web-
site and it will be available soon in future bulletins. 
"Shoeboxes" have been ordered by the Deacons to 
help people get started and will be out for you to 
take home. More details on the way! 
 

Sunday School 
Back To Sunday School:  
"Fun-day Sunday" 
September 13 with Music, Games &  
Refreshments  
 
Bring an item that is Part of God's Wonderful  
Creation.  It could be something you found on the 
beach, the woods, your yard or a garden. Just look 
around and you're sure to find something YOU 
think is special. There's so much to choose from. 
His creation is everywhere we can touch, see and 
smell.  Let's see how many different items we end 
up with to make A Creation Collage! The Bible 
tells us in Genesis 1:31—God looked at what He 
had done and all of it was very good! 
 
We're looking forward to seeing you all! 
 
 
 
 
 

Deacons Need Addresses 
Hey college students (and parents)! Do we have 
your current college address? Are you still enrolled 
(I think they call it "matriculated" or "attending 
classes")? If so, would you like a Deacon's College 
Care package this fall (or a gift card if you attend 
college locally)? If you do, please be sure the  
Deacon's have your correct college address.   
Don’t assume, confirm they have your info!  
No address, no package!   

Deacons 3rd Annual 5K Fun Run & Walk 
 



GraceNotes | August/September 2015 volume 5 | issue 6 

25 Main Street, P.O. Box 628, Otisville, NY 10963 www.OtisvillePres.org | page 4 

Happy Anniversary! 

John & Maureen Dineen 
Jeff & Sue Farley 

Emily & Dan Pacella 
Jon & Malorie Yourman 
Margaret White-Jones 

Bill & Brenda O'Connell 
Edgar & Ann Rader Hayes 
Paul & Dawn Weissinger 
Dale & Brenda McGregor 

Michael & Kristy Germann 
Ashly Loundsbury 

Janice Zoghby 
Tami Crance 

Todd & Mayra Schwartz 
James & Nancy Komonczi 
Michael & Andrea Osborne 

Aaron Robinson 
Gary Hums 

Kailee Osborne 
Connor Hoffman 

Kara Knecht 
Hayley Williams 

Ron Landis 
Nathan Butts 
Emily Pacella 

Marilyn Komstedt 
John D. Terwilliger 

Aidan Addy 
Elijah Addy 

Diana Miedema 
Desmond Michelitch 

Valerie Cally 
Keith Krogslund 

Erik Hums 
Ben Burnett 

Jacob Decker 
Andrew Grebeldinger 

James Eggleton 
Jeff Jackson, Jr. 

Brielle Scozzafava 
Sue Morley 

Lauri Lisberg 
Levi Vreeland 

Nancy Komonczi 
Corrine Miedema 

Tonya Addy 
Josine Stanley 
Michael Jones 

Lilyan Strickland 
Kelly Dolson 

Kourtney Ketcham 
Hunter Karl Franck 

Sabrina Steixner 
Cassandra Duffy 
Andrea Decker 
Jeff Jackson, Sr. 
Sarah Ketcham 
Jessica Vance 

Happy Birthday! 

Coffee House 
The September Coffee House on Saturday, September 19, will be at the Homecoming Picnic at 4:30 
PM at the Town of Mount Hope Park on Finchville Turnpike with the local band “Full Armor” play-
ing wonderful contemporary praise music and original compositions at the picnic. Full Armor  
merchandise will be available for purchase and a free will offering basket. 
 
Why not invite your friends to the picnic and the coffeehouse and make it a wonderful afternoon filled 
with great music and inspiration! 
 
The next coffeehouse will be an “Open Mic” night with “Celebration of the Harvest” desserts on  
Saturday, November 21, 2015 at 7:30 PM! 

Praise Team 
Our Praise Team is a group of volunteers who 
help lead worship at the 9:30 AM service. If you 
can carry a tune, and enjoy Contemporary praise 
choruses, you might be the perfect fit for this 
unique ministry of music. New singers always 
welcome! See Sue Conklin for the rehearsal 
schedule. 
 
 
 

Contemporary & Classical Choir 
The Contemporary and Classical Choirs meet for 
rehearsals on Sunday evenings from 7-8 PM, or 
after the 11:00 AM service on the first Sunday of 
each month. New voices are always welcome. 
The choirs sing on different Sundays at the 11:00 
AM worship service. Musical experience not a 
pre-requisite, although if you enjoy singing and 
fellowship, that is a huge plus! For more infor-
mation see Sue Conklin or any Choir Member for 
more details! 
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We are bound to thank God always for you,  
brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the 

love of every one of you all abounds toward each other. 

Memorial Commi!ee 
Perhaps you have been able to hear the beautiful 
music of the Carillon Bells coming from our  
steeple, ringing out to all of Otisville, in memory of 
Ellie Busser. We have improved sound in our  
sanctuary because of a larger soundboard and  
additional cordless microphones purchased in 
memory of Tom Hawkins and Ed Cristello. And the 
beautiful Wooden Cross and Candlesticks on the 
altar are in memory of Pat & Kurt Daily. 
 
A lovely cabinet was purchased in memory of  
Ginger Monahan so that Yarn Works would have a 
place to keep yarn and fabric for the prayer shawls 
and quilts, and there are televisions in the Sunday 
School rooms for use with our Sunday School  
program, youth group activities, and adult study  
programs.  They were placed in memory of Elsie 
Komonczi and Magda Cizek.  
 
We have a new water heating unit added to our dish-
washer that heats the water to the proper tempera-
ture to properly clean and sanitize our dishes. This 
was installed in memory of Lloyd Goldsmith, and 
our security camera system was purchased and then 
upgraded in memory of Glenda Teabo Sandoe. 
 
These are just some of the things that have been  
purchased with donations given in memory of loved 
ones and friends. The committee makes suggestions 
and works with families to decide on an appropriate 
memorial. 
 
There are Memorial Committee Grant Proposal  
applications in the church office.  If you know of 
something the church or your church group is in 
need of that are permanent additions and not  
consumables, please fill out an application.  The 
committee will share these items for families to  
consider if they do not have something specific in 
mind already for a memorial gift given in memory 
of a loved one. 
 
 
 

Members of the committee are Margaret White-
Jones, Violet Waizenegger, Grace Carmody, Arlene 
Wessels, Bonnie Licardi and Marilyn Komstedt. 
Feel free to share any of your comments or concerns 
with us! 
 

Community Service 
Need a project to help show your little ones how to 
offer their time and energy to make a difference but 
not quite ready for a big event? Stop by the church 
for a bite sized project that will make a difference in 
a small way, but that will be an obvious “I helped do 
that” that your mini me will admire into the future.  
 
Flower planting, leaf raking, cutting out sod and fill-
ing in with landscaping stone, wall washing (hey 
little hands and a paint brush with water can clean 
siding) gum wrapper removal (and icky cigarette 
butts too), even black raspberry picking while weed 
pulling are possibilities. Projects 20 minutes to two 
hours long are available. 
 

Bible Study 
Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM there is a small group 
bible study that meets at the church. About 10 -12 
people come and as many as 19 at times. We are 
looking at a study called the “Four Great Loves” at 
the moment. But will be starting a new study “Good 
& Evil” that will take up topics including why we as 
humans suffer and how we are supposed to under-
stand in light of what we believe is a good and  
loving God. New participants are always welcome. 
 
There will also very likely be a Wednesday morning 
Bible Study at 10:15 AM beginning in September. It 
is also possible to arrange a bible study at other 
times if a few folks find another day or time a better 
match. See Jeff to work out another group. 
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REMINDER: 
Information & news for the October newsletter is due into the office by September 1st! Please send your info by email 
to — newsletter@otisvillepres.org   

160th Anniversary 
Some of you may be aware that this September is the 160th anniversary of the founding of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Otisville, so as part of our fall festivities, we will take a moment to recognize 
some of the events and happenings in the church's life since then. 
 
For those who may have not seen the display in the hall  
between the CE building and the Fellowship Hall, there  
are photos of both the First Presbyterian Church of  
Otisville and the even older First Presbyterian Church  
of Mount Hope which merged with Otisville in the 1930’s. 
 
And, once you have seen those, wander over to the  
windowed case in the wall between the Fellowship Hall  
and the church kitchen and gaze upon the original  
communion sets of the two churches before they merged.  
Missed it? Ask some of our teenagers and young adults  
where it is. They have been checking their hair in the  
mirror at the back of the case for years! 


