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This Month 
 

Candy Collection 
Saturday, November 1 

 
Communion 

Nursing Home Service 
Sunday, November 2 

 
Legacy Lunch 

Sunday, November 9 
 

New Members Class 
Tuesday, November 11 

 
Operation Christmas  

Child Shoebox Collection 
Sunday, November 16 

 
Thanksgiving Baskets 

November 21-22 
 

Thanksgiving Eve 
Wednesday, November 26 

 
Hanging of the Greens 
Saturday, November 29 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
Board of Deacons 
 
The Deacons are getting ready for their annual Thanksgiving baskets  
distribution.  Each year, with the help of your donations, we provide many  
families with a Thanksgiving dinner including a turkey and all the traditional 
fixings! This is such a wonderful ministry that extends outside the church walls 
into the community.  We will post shopping lists and turkey cut-outs in the  
Sanctuary in early November.  We will also make announcements at each  
service and will include updates in Jeff’s daily news email. 

Thanksgiving Sunday 
 
This year on “Thanksgiving Sunday,” November 23 (also known as ‘Christ the 
King Sunday’), everyone will be invited to bring a canned good or boxed good 
to worship to “re-supply” our food closet after we have given out the annual 
Thanksgiving baskets on Saturday, November 22. Our many church kids (and 
parent helpers) will be invited to collect the bounty from the pews and place it 
all on the communion table, where it will be a visible statement of our  
congregation’s statement of thankfulness for God’s many blessing this past year! 
 

Thanksgiving Eve 
 
Our traditional service will be held on Wednesday, November 26 at 7:00 PM. 
Included in the service is an opportunity for the congregation to share some of 
the things they are most thankful for this year.  
 

Turkey Dinner  
Women’s Auxiliary 
 
A big thank you to all the people who helped with the Turkey Dinner last 
month.  From all the vegetable peelers, pie bakers, kitchen workers, dining room 
staff to clean up and put away folks and many in between, your help is very 
much appreciated. Without all of you, this annual dinner could not happen. 
Thanks again!!! 
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 Let Us Give Thanks 

 

If we have lived another year 
And, counting friends by regiments 

Who share our love and confidence, 
Find no more broken ranks, 
For this let us give thanks. 

 
If, since the last Thanksgiving-time, 

Have we been blessed  
with strength and health, 

And added to our honest wealth, 
Nor lost by broken banks, 

For this would we give thanks.  
 

If through adversity we trod, 
Yet with serene and smiling face, 
And trusted more to saving grace 

Than charlatans and cranks, 
For this let us give thanks. 

 
If we have somehow  

worried through 
The ups and downs  

along life's track, 
And still undaunted can look back 

And smile at Fortune's pranks, 
For this would we give thanks. 

 
If every page in our account 

With God and man is fairly writ, 
We care not who examines it, 

With no suspicious blanks, 
For this let us give thanks. 

 
- Hattie Howard 

 
 
 

GraceNotes volume 4 • number 9 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 
 
You are invited to participate on “Shoe Box Sunday” by bringing in a shoe box 
full of goodies for a needy child!  
 
Date: Sunday, November 16 
Times: 8:30—11:00 AM  
Place: Fellowship Hall 
 
A choir member will greet you and process your box.  
  
Things to know: 
♦ use a “standard size” shoe box or clear plastic box 
♦ designate for either a girl OR a boy 
♦ designate for ages 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14 
♦ each box will need a $7 donation for mailing fees 
♦ Optional: box can be wrapped, but bottom and lid separately.  

We will rubber band them closed! 
  
Brochures are available with complete details of suggested gift items, identifica-
tion labels, and envelope for the $7. Look for the “Operation Christmas Child” 
display to get your brochure and to sign-up to donate a box. Questions?  Please 
see any Adult Choir member, Maggie Mansfield, or Sue Conklin for answers! 
 
 

Deck The Halls For Advent & Christmas 
 
Stop by the church on Saturday November 29 at 9:30 AM. We will all gather to 
decorate our Sanctuary both inside and out, as well as the Fellowship Hall! We 
will share lunch together, too. 
 
Come and be a part of getting ready for the coming of the Christ Child! 

Ethical Conduct 

As a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) we live by certain 

standards of ethical behavior. Those standards include “refrain from 

exploiting relationships within the community of faith for personal gain 

or gratification, including sexual harassment and misconduct.” Additional 

standards can be found in a document entitled, “Life Together in the 

Community of Faith: Standards for Ethical Conduct for Members of the 

Presbyterian Church (USA)” available in the church office. 
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NOVEMBER 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Mack & Sue Morley 
Rich & Elizabeth Orengo 

Matt & Anna Gibbs 
Bob & Marilyn Komstedt 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Janette Purdy 
Eda Sanchez-Persampieri 

Colby Butts 
Thaila Fisher 
Gemma Frank 
Roy Brighton 
Laura Bendlin 

Wendy Michalek 
John Robert Dullaghan 

Lauren Kalantgis 
Anita Goldsmith 
Joshua Simpson 

Benjamin Edwards 
Cameron Ten Eyck 

Suzanne Wicke-Coamey 
Jane Brighton 

Shannon Seymour 
Olivia Worden 

Daniel Defazio-Schultz 
Betty Clark 
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Members Living Away 
 
If you are one of the many people who live a far enough distance from the church that you can't attend worship  
regularly, but really want to continue to feel part of the church, here are a few things you can do: 
♦ Send us a note, an email, or a Facebook message a couple times a year  to let us know you are still out there. 

Now that you've graduated from college, gotten married perhaps and have a job means your life is even more inter-
esting to us. Send a photo too! 

♦ Share with us your prayer concerns and joys! We are praying for  a fireman in Albany NY because a member  
sent us a note and asked us to; we would do the same for you! 

♦ Check out the 90 Second Sermons on Facebook we put up each week and feel free to make comments! I promise we 
will still love you. 

♦ Make sure you are nurturing your spiritual life. You can still be a member at a long distance, but be sure to find a 
worshipping community local to you for those special times when you can't be here, but need to be somewhere. 

♦ And if you are able, send at least an annual gift or if you can other gifts as your heart and the spirit leads. Make a 
special gift for your favorite parts of church life. Send $10 for a Turkey Dinner ticket even though you aren't going 
to be here. Make a gift scholarship for a teen headed to college or to church camp. If you are in a warm sunny place 
send a gift towards the heat and snow plowing. If you are in Alaska send a buck or two towards the summer AC.  

♦ So you know, we give the PCUSA $35 each year to keep you on our membership rolls and are delighted to do it 
because as crazy as you are, we know you are precious in the Lord's sight and we want to make sure neither of us 
forgets it. Thanks for your prayers, gifts, and big hearts!  

It is wonderful to have all of the children and teachers back in Sunday School 
and we are looking forward to a Fantastic year! Here are some dates for  
upcoming events to put on your calendar. 
 
November 2: Bring some of your Trick or Treat candy to Sunday School to 
share with some of the men and women serving overseas. We will also have a 
parent meeting in Fellowship Hall during Sunday School. 
 
November 9 & 16: We will be collecting small toys, pencils, crayons, etc. 
and personal hygiene items to fill Shoe boxes for “Operation Christmas 
Child.”  These Shoe Boxes will be sent, along with the Christmas message, to 
children in countries around the world that may never have even seen a 
toy.  How wonderful to let them know that others care and to share the message 
of Jesus Our Savior. 
 
November 29: Sunday School families are invited to help decorate our  
Church for Christmas, starting at 9:30am and we will share lunch together. 
 

Sunday School Advent Party 
 
Scheduled for Sunday, November 30 from 9:30-10:30 AM. Instead of  
individual classes, we will all join together to talk about the meaning of Advent 
and we’ll be decorating cookies and mak-
ing decorations for our trees. Parents are 
welcome to join in. This is a great way to 
start off the Christmas Season! 
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Stewardship for Beginners 1 
 
Over the next few weeks in our Sunday bulletin, we will be sharing some basic 
ideas about stewardship for those who may not be familiar with some of the 
ideas we talk about and assume everyone knows about. 
 
Proportionate Giving 
We assume that everyone knows that Christians are supposed to give in  
proportion to what God has given them. Where do we get that idea? See below! 
 
♦ First, the “Giving” Part. Giving is a by-product of faith. It is an outward 

expression of priorities and heart. If you put God first in your life, your 
wallet will be open to Him. The miracle of stewardship is that the more you 
give, the more you receive. You won't always receive in kind, but what you 
receive is more precious than what you give, because God’s gift to you is 
greater than your gifts to Him. 

♦ Give First fruits. Give God the first portions of your income. By doing 
that you constantly remember God’s ownership. (Prov. 3:9) 

♦ Give Proportionately. Give in propor tion to the income you receive, not 
a specific dollar amount. If you earn $100, a tithe (10%) would be $10. If 
you earn $100,000, your proportionate gift would be $10,000. God sees the 
$10 gift just as important and meaningful as the $10,000 gift. Proportionate 
giving challenges both the rich and the poor. (1 Cor. 16:2) 

♦ Give Sacrificially. At times God asks you to give until you can truly feel 
the giving. Giving sacrificially usually includes one of the following: a re-
arrangement of priorities, or a forfeiture of something valued. When you 
give sacrificially, you give your best. (2 Cor. 8: 2-3) 

♦ Give Regularly. The Bible tells us to give “on the first day of every week.” 
While money may be tight during some periods of time, for the most part, 
the failure to give is a spiritual problem. It is hard to imaging God accept-
ing the excuses conjured up about not honoring Him with your treasures.  
(1 Cor. 16:2 and 2 Cor. 9:8) 

♦ Give Cheerfully. Receiving is great, but the exhilaration is greater when 
you are able to give to another person. The Holy Spirit uses your giving to 
deepen your faith in Christ. (2 Cor. 9:7) 

♦ Give Quietly. Your purpose should 
be to please God, not to be seen by 
others. (Matt. 6:1) 

♦ Tithe. Tithing is the practice of  
honoring God with one tenth (10%)  
of your income. God is not concerned 
about the size of the gift, but the  
motive for it. (Gen. 28:10-22)  
Tithing is giving God a portion of 
your best, not your leftovers. 

Stewardship Season 
 

Don’t forget to mail back or  
hand in your  

Pledge/Estimate of Giving card 
by Sunday, November 16 for the 

2015 calendar year. 

We are anticipating about a 4.5% 
increase in the budget because 

of regular salary and stipend  
increases, pension and 

healthcare costs, and nervous-
ness about winter's heat and 

snow removal costs. 

We deeply appreciate your  
loving and generous support, 

and ask for you to consider how 
God has blessed you this past 
year, and what God might be 

calling you to do in terms of your 
giving. 

 

Did you know you could 
give electronically? 

So, do you pay your bills online? 
It's the easiest way to make 

timely payments, no stamps or 
going to the post office or writing 
of checks. Maybe you’ve noticed 
that some members don't put an 
envelope in the plate, sometimes 

that feels a little awkward, but 
they just submit their donation 
online when they pay bills. You 
can even set it up as a recurring 
payment weekly, monthly, etc. 

Put your envelope number in the 
section where the bank asks for 

your account number and  
recycle your envelope box. This 

will save time when you're  
running late and can't find your 

envelopes or checkbook on your 
way out the door to church, no 

worries.  

If you have any questions or 
would like more information on 

electronic options for giving, 
please contact  the church office. 
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December Preview 

Christmas Concert 
 
There will be a Christmas Concert for the 
Community at our church on Sunday,  
December 7 from 5-6 pm and it's FREE!  
Join us as we prepare our hearts and minds 
for the coming of the Christ child with the 
joyful sounds of music. 
 
Annual Reports 
 
Mark your calendars—reports are due to the 
church office by Monday, December 1! 
Please be sure to include full reports from 
group treasurers and secretaries. All church 
groups need to send a report. 
 
Annual Meeting 
 
...is coming on Sunday, December 14 at 
9:30am in the Fellowship Hall/Kafe. All 
members and friends are invited to come 
and hear about our past year and be part of 
our peek at 2015! 
 
Calling All Brass  
(and other ensembles)  
 
Time to start planning our instrumental  
delights for Christmas Eve. A percussion 
version of “Little Drummer Boy”? Wood-
winds doing a version of “Infant Holy, In-
fant Lowly”? And what about a six handed 
Christmas carol? A Guitar, mandolin, banjo, 
and ukulele version of “What Child is 
This”?  Plus who can imagine “Joy to the 
World” with trumpets, trombones, French 
horns and Tubas? It is time to prepare! 

Date Time Event 

December 5-7 TBD Church Art Show 

December 7 5:00 PM Christmas Concert 

December 12 7:00 PM Blue Christmas Service 

December 14 9:30 AM Annual Meeting 

December 20 7:30 PM Christmas Coffee House 

December 21 9:30 AM Sunday School Christmas Pageant 

 3:00 PM Caroling with Holy Name Church 

 5:00 PM Live Nativity in the Memorial Garden 

December 24 5:00 PM 
7, 9 & 11PM 

Children’s Christmas Eve Service 
Christmas Eve Services 

December 28 11:00 AM Service of Carols and  
Readings 

Dates to Remember/Save 
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December Newsletter Reminder  
 
Information needs to be into the office by November 1!  
All groups and organizations are welcome to send in news 
and information regarding upcoming events, schedules, 
requests—anything you’d like to share with our readers.  
 
Please send it via email to newseletter@otisvillepres.org 
 
If you’d like to help with the newsletter, speak to one of our 
team members: 
∗ Jeff Farley 
∗ Elizabeth Orengo 
∗ Alice Halstead 
 

If you are not receiving our newsletter via email, please sign up.  You will not only receive GraceNotes on a more timely basis, 
but you will be helping us save on printing and mailing costs.  To add your name to our distribution list, email us at  
newsletter@otisvillepres.org or  leave your  email address with Alice in the office.  


